The Humphreys Peak Summit Sign Collage

There are THREE versions of the Humphreys Peak Summit Sign! 

Jack Parsell and Clark Baker (Submission #21) are on the summit with the same sign that George Johnson (Submission #9) is photographed with. Parsell and Hall summated on 6-10-86, which is the earliest photo we possess. Then, a mere three days later Johnson summits (on 6-13-86)! Both of these early photos show a summit sign with a pronounced horizontal line between “Humphreys Peak” and the elevation “12,633 feet”. “Version one”!

Roy Mac Pherson (Submission #16) summits about a year later (8-12-87) and no sign is on the summit, only a "felt tip marker" notation on the post. This is confirmed by a second photo, sent by Dave and Kevin Foote (Submission #13) who summit on 8-16-87! “Version two”!   

Then, another formal sign is created and placed upon the summit sometime after August, 1987. This is the "third" and apparently, final version of the sign. This one lacks the horizontal line between the "Humphreys Peak" and the elevation. The earliest photo of this version (submitted so far) is from Charles Bowers' (Submission #10) dated: 9-6-98.  Some of the numerous 1999 photos submitted oddly reveal this same sign to appear almost "new"!  

There is no record when the final Humphreys Peak Summit Sign was removed or by whom. Several submissions are from the summer of 2003. The latest photo we have, presently, was sent by Ray Latta (Submission #12). It was taken when he summated in “August 2003”.     

As a side commentary, it is interesting to note that Parsell, Hall and Johnson all summated the Arizona Highpoint well before the 1988 Arizona Convention (held on October 7, 1988). One wonders if any photos of the summit sign were taken during the AZ-1988 Convention. Or, was the sign still missing at that time.

I never expected to discover this odd tid-bit of Highpointing history thru this project!

