“A TASTE OF WISCONSIN!!!”

July 27-28, 2007 Wausau / Timms Hill WI HPC Convention

Deadline June 30, 2007!!!

After this date late registration fee applies (see below), and there is no guarantee that you will receive a convention T-shirt.

.
YOU MUST BE REGISTERED TO ATTEND OFFICIAL CLUB EVENTS!!!   Fee is all-inclusive for ALL events (Friday Fry, Saturday Breakfast, Saturday Banquet).  Be sure to include your email address as your confirmation will be sent to you by email in most cases.

Please supply name and T-shirt size for each person registering.  Mark with “X” if “Vegetarian Meal” is desired at Saturday Banquet.  Use additional sheet for more names if necessary.
Name_________________________________________       Veg, _______     T-shirt size _______

Address_______________________________    City_____________________  State__________   

Zip + 4 ___________   Phone (____) _______________   Email ___________________________

Name_________________________________________        Veg. ______      T-shirt size _______

Name_________________________________________        Veg. ______      T-shirt size _______

Name_________________________________________        Veg. ______      T-shirt size _______

Name_________________________________________        Veg. ______      T-shirt size _______
Sizes available: Child: XS, S, M, L - Adult: S, M. L, XL, 2XL.

“2007 WI Convention T-shirts” are for paid-registered guests only!

-  Adult - Children 6 and older Fee *                       $60 x ______ =    $___________

-  Children under 5 years old*                                  $41 x ______ =    $___________

* The reason for the price differential is that children under 5 are not charged for the Saturday night banquet.

NOTE: If submitting after June 30, add $5.00 per person for late registration fee.

**************

Please make your check payable to "Highpointer Club WI Convention 2007" and mail, along with this form, by June 30, 2007 to:  

Jean Trousdale, 1416 Aladdin St, Norman OK 73072-6039   

Email: jtrousdale@cox.net    Phone: (405) 329-6189 
 NOTE: Times and details are approximate; continue to consult the latest newsletter, and www.highpointers.org, for additional details as updates become available.

INTRODUCTION

The theme for the “2007 Wisconsin Highpointers Club Convention” is “A Taste of Wisconsin”… and is our sincere hope that you will leave the convention with a better understanding and appreciation of the food, drink, history, geography, geology, culture, language, and the friendly people of Wisconsin.  To that end, we have planned some very special and unique events for you, both Club events and lots of other “Fun Stuff” during your visit.  Plans are now firmed up for many activities, but check the website (www.highpointers.org) for the latest schedules, maps, etc. If you have questions, or want to volunteer before, or during the convention, please contact host Jim Sutton at (916) 207-0892 (c) or (916) 395-8780 (h), or by email at jersiv@hatvany.net. 

UPDATE NOTE: We already have more than 290 folks registered for the Convention, including lots of families.  We are hoping to set a record for the biggest convention ever!  (Take that, John Mitchler!)  So come on over by here one time and let’s have a really BIG shindig, en so?

Convention Events and General Schedule

*** On-Site Check-In: Registration will be at the Stoney Creek Inn, which is the Convention Headquarters throughout the convention, starting at noon on Thursday, July 26th. To provide your first example of delicious Wisconsin taste treats, we will have cheese curds and dried cranberries available at registration (Remember… If the cheese curd squeaks when you bite it, it’s FRESH!). “The Merc” will be located here throughout the convention.  ALL Events are included in your fee, but you MUST be registered to attend!  You may also register at the Brewery Friday night. Check the website for a detailed schedule of events.

NOTE: Because of the number of attendees and the distances involved from the convention site to other venues, we will be relying heavily on carpooling.  Please assist us at registration by signing up to drive or ride with others to the events to reduce congestion, traffic, and enhance safety (designated drivers on Friday evening, for example).

***  Friday Night Bratwurst Fry at Point Brewery in Stevens Point, WI:  We will have an entire evening at the Stevens Point Brewery, makers of delicious “Point Special Lager” and a variety of other brews.  The brewery is located about a half-hour’s drive from the Stoney Creek Inn.  Included in the evening’s funfest will be a catered bratwurst fry with all the trimmings (potato salad, cole slaw and dessert). We’ll be inside or under cover if it rains.  We will have guided tours of the brewery, unlimited tasting of at least a dozen different brews, plus tasting of “The Point’s” own soft drinks (root beer, vanilla cream, orange cream, black cherry cream and other flavors) for kids of all ages.  You’ll get your own sampling glass to keep.  As a special souvenir, each participant will receive a uniquely labeled bottle of beer or soft drink commemorating the “WI 2007 HPC Convention.” Heckuva deal, eh?
*** Saturday Morning Pancake Breakfast at Highpoint Village:  the owners of Highpoint Village and the friendly folks of Ogema will provide us with a full pancake breakfast, including sausage, potatoes, juice, coffee, etc.  We will also use their location as the staging area and parking location for our club hike.

*** Hike to Timms Hill.  We can use either a trail around the lake across from Highpoint Village, or along the roadway, for an easy hike of about 1 mile distance (one way) up to the highpoint and the climax of our trip, Timms Hill, the highpoint of Wisconsin.  Those who wish may also drive their cars up to the County Park and then make a short walk up to the highpoint.  We’ll have plenty of time to climb the observation tower, pose for our “hero photos” at the marker under the tower, get our completion certificates, and, of course, munch on Jakk’s favorite treat – watermelon!!! – available at the picnic tables just below the summit.  A bonus feature:  the Timms Hill Trail is a special part of the Ice Age Trail of the National Park Service, so we hope to have the NPS stamp available for those who want to get have their NPS Passports stamped. 

NEW ITEM:  The HP has not had a summit registry box.  With the permission of the Price County Parks Department, and with funding from the Highpointers Foundation, we will be installing a NEW SUMMIT REGISTRY!  So be sure to sign in when you get to the top!

*** HPC Executive Board Meeting.  2:00-4:00 PM Saturday - Stoney Creek Inn.  All members welcome. [NOTE: This time may change; check at the registration desk for latest information.]

*** Highpointers Foundation Meeting.  4:00 – 5:00 PM Saturday – Stoney Creek Inn.  All HPC members welcome.  [NOTE: This time may change; check at the registration desk for latest information.]

*** Saturday Night Banquet, Business Meeting, and Guest Speaker:  We will have our banquet in the large North Woods Convention Hall attached to the Stoney Creek Inn.  You won’t even have to go outside to get to the “supper” (see “How to Speak Wisconsin Good”).  Our banquet will be served family style (no long lines, so Don will have to speak fast!), with an emphasis on ethnic specialties, in keeping with our theme.  We will incorporate some new traditions at this Convention, including a special ceremony for those completing their 48 and 50 summits, and presentation of “First Summit” certificates to  first timers!  Speaker to be announced on the website.

Additional Events and Goodies

1.  We recognize that some of you may have some difficulty in understanding the accent, pronunciation and special terms that native Wisconsinites tend to use.  To alleviate your discomfort, we will be preparing a special introductory guide called “How to Speak Wisconsin Good”.  This will be available on the website so that you can practice before you get to the convention.  You won’t talk totally like a native, but it’ll help, ya know?
2. Many Highpointers like to combine the convention with visits to adjacent state highpoints. We will have maps and driving directions on the website to get from the convention to the highpoints of Illinois, Michigan and Minnesota.  NOTE: The Illinois highpoint will be open to convention attendees during daylight hours on Sunday, July 29th ONLY!  The owners have been kind enough to grant this special access. PLEASE do not attempt to visit prior to or during the convention!  Thank you.

3. Each person attending the convention will receive a commemorative T-shirt with a list of every previous convention dating back to MI in 1987 on the back.  You can check off the conventions you’ve attended for your “Braggin’ Rights.”
4. At registration, you’ll receive a nice goodie bag of maps and brochures from the Convention and Visitors Bureau located across the street.

5. We are making arrangements to visit Pearson Hill (2nd highest point in Wisconsin, near Timms Hill); check the website for more information.  Rib Mountain, the Marathon County highpoint, is located only a short distance from our Host Site.  Plan on a visit and an “interesting” rock scramble to the top if that’s your thing.

6. The Timms Hill Trail is a ten-mile long side trail of the NPS Ice Age National Scenic Trail.  We are exploring plans for either a guided hike or bicycle trip on the trail.  You can obtain more information and maps from the Trail’s website at www.timmshilltrail.com. The trail passes right by our Saturday breakfast location.  If mountain biking is your thing, bring your bikes for a special adventure. Check the website for further developments.

7. For you geography freaks, near the town of Poniatowski, west of Wausau, is a unique geographical location:  one of only two places on Earth where the 45th degree of latitude and the 90th degree of longitude cross on land (the other place is in Asia).  Roger Rowlett has volunteered to lead an “expedition” to this location Friday morning.

8. We have arranged a tour of the Harley-Davidson Motorcycle Plant in Tomahawk, WI, which is between Wausau and Timms Hill.  The tour is scheduled for 2:00 PM Friday, July, 27th.  You can visit the brand new tourist center and view manufacturing of specialty parts for Harleys.  Admission is free.  We will post maps and directions on the website.  You can contact Mr. Jeff Otto at 1-715-224-2928 to confirm your attendance and to inquire about other tour times.

 9. We have scheduled two guided tours of one of the largest working dairy farms in Wisconsin, so that you can better understand why Wisconsin is called “America’s Dairyland”.  The Van Der Geest Dairy is located at 5555 County Highway “A”, out of Merrilll, WI.  The Friday tour is scheduled for 1:30 PM, and the Saturday tour is at 2:00 PM.  The dairy is located between Timms Hill and the Wausau area, so you could plan on stopping there on your way back from the highpoint.  There is a requested donation of $4.00 per person, which is used for educational activities by a foundation established by the Van Der Geest family.  Visit their website at www.vandergeestdairy.com.

10. For those of you interested in county high pointing, we have two trips scheduled to visit several highpoints in central Wisconsin.  Because the details are rather extensive, we will provide the details and contacts on the website. 

WI 2007 Travel Information


How to get there:   The Wausau area is located in almost the exact center of Wisconsin.  Our host location is in the Village of Rothschild, about six miles south of the City of Wausau (see below). (Caution: be alert for extensive construction zones and possible detours!)  Other than that, it’s easy to get to:

DRIVING DIRECTIONS

CAUTION: Speed limits are rigorously enforced by the Wisconsin State Police and local authorities.  Also recognize that travel on many secondary roads may be delayed by the presence of many small towns, speed limits, construction, farm equipment, and other factors.  Be aware, wear your seat belts, and plan ahead to provide adequate time to reach your destination safely.

From North (Michigan) or South (Madison; Illinois): Exit I-39/State Highway 51 at exit #185.  Turn right and drive north a short distance (about ¼ mile), then turn right into the Cedar Creek Mall entrance.  Look for the bright green roof ahead, and the tepee-shaped Convention and Visitors Bureau on your right.  The Stoney Creek Inn is on the immediate left and the Holiday Inn just beyond.  Look for the Highpointers Club banner.

From West (Minneapolis):  Drive east on I-94 , then east on State Highway 29 until it intersects I-39/State Highway 51 in Wausau.    Drive south and follow directions above.

From East (Green Bay): Drive west on state Highway 29 and exit at Business U.S. Highway 51 (Grand Avenue) in the town of Rothschild. At the base of the off ramp, turn left (south) under the interchange and continue south approximately 2.7 miles to the Cedar Creek Mall entrance and the “tepee”.  Turn left into the Mall entrance.

BY AIR

 Several airlines (Northwest, United, SkyWest, and Midwest Connection) fly into the Central Wisconsin Airport nearby, and you can also fly into several gateway airports, including Minneapolis-St. Paul, Green Bay, Milwaukee, Detroit and Chicago.  NOTE:  If you are planning to rent a car, be advised that the famous Oshkosh EAA Fly-In (July23-29, 2007) will overlap our convention.  Rental car availability may be VERY limited, and prices are often significantly inflated, especially at airports closer to Oshkosh (such as Milwaukee and Green Bay).  Plan ahead.
BY FERRY

Special Deal!!!  If you are planning to drive to the Convention from the East, you may wish to consider taking the historic S.S. Badger carferry, the last coal-burning carferry on the Great Lakes.  It crosses Lake Michigan, from Ludington, MI to Manitowoc, WI; you can thus avoid driving through Chicago and the freeway construction mess there.  The ferry makes four crossings a day (two each way), and Manitowoc is about a 2-3 hour drive from Wausau.  Club members will receive a 20% discount for each passenger, plus a car discount if you take the evening sailing from Ludington.  The four-hour trip is a truly special experience.  You can start making reservations by contacting the car ferry at 1-800-841-4243, or by visiting their website at www.ssbadger.com. Be sure to mention that you are a member of the Highpointers Club to get the discount!!!

We know that Highpointers are great navigators and map readers, so you probably already know how to get to the convention.  However, to assist you, we will be providing much more detail, maps and directions, schedules and other goodies on the club  website, www.highpointers.org.  

Area Tourist Information

Wausau/Central WI Convention and Visitors Bureau, 10204 Park Plaza, Suite B, Mosinee WI 54455   1-888-WI-VISIT

www.visitwausau.com   (Located across the street from the Stoney Creek and the Holiday Inn’s)

Taylor CO Tourism/Medford C of C, 104 E. Perkins Street, P.O. Box 231, Medford WI 54451   1-888-682-9567   www.medfordwis.com
Price CO Tourism Department, 126 Cherry Street, Phillips WI 54555   1-800-269-4505   www.pricecountywi.net
Lincoln CO Dept of Tourism/Tomahawk Region C of C, P.O. Box 142, Tomahawk WI 54487   (715)453-5334

Lodging
Stoney Creek Inn   (Host Site) 1100 Imperial Avenue, Mosinee WI   54455 www.stoneycreekinn.com
1-800-659-2220   “On voice prompts, enter “4” for Wisconsin  -  then “1” for Wausau.  Be sure to tell the operator that you are with the Highpointers Club to get the special rate.”   

Our block of 80 rooms is all reserved.  The rate is $84.00 per night for up to four adults per room; kids 17 and under stay free.  Rooms with bunk beds are available.  Rate includes free breakfast, use of indoor pool and dry sauna and many other amenities.  You can also get the same rate if you arrive early or stay past Saturday night. 

Holiday Inn Hotel and Suites, 1000 Imperial Avenue, Mosinee WI   1--888-272-2792   www.holidayinn.com/wausauwi
(* Alternative Site - 25 rooms are blocked out across the street for overflow and at the same rate of $84.00 per night.  Be sure to mention the Highpointers Convention.) [NOTE: The Holiday Inn is also completely booked.  Consider any of the following, or contact the Visitors Bureau for more information. – see above.]
There are several other lodgings available in the immediate area of the Cedar Creek Village Mall, including the Comfort Inn (1-715-355-4449), the Rodeway Inn (1-715-355-3030) and the new Lodge at Cedar Creek (1-715-241-6300).  The Lodge also has a large indoor waterpark open to the public.

High Point Village (Saturday Breakfast Host)  W3075 County Road RR, Ogema WI 54459  715-767-5287    www.highpointvillage.com
Best Western Midway Hotel, 2901 Martin Avenue, Wausau WI    1-800-528-1234   www.midwayhotels.com
Hampton Inn, 615 S. 24th Street, Wausau WI   1-800-HAMPTON   www.hamptoninnwausau.com
Plaza Hotel and Suites, 201 N. 17th Avenue, Wausau WI   1-800-7549728   www.plazawausau.com
Wausau Inn and Conference Center, 2101 N. Mountain Road, Wausau WI   1-800-928-7281   www.wausauinn.com
***   There are many additional hotels, inns, and bed-and-breakfast accommodations available throughout the area.   ***

Camping
Lake DuBay Shores Campground   (Host Site)  -  1713 DuBay Drive, Mosinee WI 54455     (715) 457-2484 
Offering 225 wooded/open sites at $26-29 per night with full hookups available for RV’s.  Tent camping is also available.  Be sure to mention that you are attending the Highpointers Club Convention to get a discount.  

***   There are numerous other state and national campgrounds throughout the central Wisconsin area.   ***
Ideas for Non-Convention Activities

There are many things to see and do throughout the area, as well as along your journey to or from the convention.  The following are just a few.  Plenty of additional information is available from the various Tourist Bureaus.  You may also contact the Wisconsin Department of Tourism at 1-800-432-8747. 

Wausau Area: Rib Mountain State Park, the Dells of the Eau Claire County Park (a beautiful eroded limestone riverway), the Wisconsin River Kayak Course, the Center for the Visual Arts, the Leigh Yawkey Woodson Art Museum, the Lodge at Cedar Creek Waterpark (in the shopping center adjacent to the Stoney Creek Inn), the Mountain-Bay State Trail (an 83-mile former railroad right of way connecting Wausau and Green Bay) and much more.

Price County: Timms Hill County Park near Ogema, the incredible Wisconsin Concrete Park in Phillips, Old Town Hall Museum in Fifield, the Smith Rapids Covered Bridge in Chequamegon, canoeing, and more.

Northeastern Wisconsin:

      Green Bay Visitor & Convention Bureau, 1901 S. Oneida Street, Green Bay, WI 920-494-9507

Green Bay offers much to see and do.  Take a tour of world-famous Lambeau Field and visit the Green Bay Packer Hall of Fame.  Other attractions include the National Railroad Museum, Bay Beach Amusement Park, Heritage Hill State Historical Park, and much more.  It is also the gateway to the Door Peninsula.

      Door County Chamber of Commerce - 800-527-3529

The Door County Peninsula is the “thumb” that sticks out into Lake Michigan.  It has been called the “Cape Cod of the Great Lakes”, and has been voted the best spot to visit in the Midwest.  Plenty of beautiful scenery, fishing, cherry orchards, museums, lighthouses, great eating (including the famous “fish boils”), fun shopping, and the home of the Peninsula Players in Fish Creek, the oldest continuous actors-in-residence summer theater program in the country.

Other Wisconsin Sights and Attractions:

This is a VERY brief summary of interesting and unusual things to see on your way to and from the convention.  This is just a list; use AAA or other tourist guides and maps, and contact visitors’ bureaus.

Apostle Island National Seashore: Lots of islands, woods, and cliffs on Lake Superior; beautiful!

Baraboo: Circus World Museum; International Crane Foundation (rare whooping cranes)

Blue Mounds: Cave of the Mounds

Chippewa Falls: Leinenkugel Brewery

Door County: See above

Green Bay: See above

Hartford: Wisconsin Automotive Museum

Hayward: National Fresh Water Fishing Hall of Fame

Horicon: Horicon Marsh Wildlife Area and National Wildlife Refuge

Madison:  University of Wisconsin; State Capitol

Manitowoc: Wisconsin Maritime Museum; tours of WW II submarine

Milwaukee:  Brewers games, International Clown Hall of Fame, County Zoo, Public Museum, Miller Brewery tour, Summerfest

New Glarus: “Little Switzerland” Swiss village

Oshkosh: Experimental Aircraft Association Airventure Museum and Fly-In (12,000+ aircraft; absolutely the Valhalla for airplane drivers and lovers!)

 Ripon:  Home of the “Little White School House”, birthplace of the modern Republican Party

St. Croix Falls: Entryway to the St. Croix National Scenic River

Sheboygan: Koehler Arts Center; “Bratwurst Capitol of the World”

Spring Green: Frank Lloyd Wright’s “Taliesin” home and architecture school; “The House on the Rock”, an incredible house and even more incredible museum of just about EVERYTHING!  This place just has to be seen to be believed!

Wisconsin Dells: Natural limestone eroded gorge and rapids, surrounded by just about every kind of schlocky tourist attraction conceivable.  You were warned!

