
TO GEORGIA!
2023 Konvention: Helen, GA

Konvention Hosts: Tony Cobb, Amy Cashen  
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The 35th Annual Highpointers 
Konvention GA-23 will be held at 
the Unicoi State Park and Lodge at 
1788 Highway 356 in Helen, GA 
30545 from July 20 to July, 23, 2023.

Don't forget to make your 
reservations at the lodge -  
https://www.unicoilodge.com/
Use code 10095 when booking
your room.

Complete the registration form and 
send by mail, with a check made 
payable to: Highpointers Club 
to Highpointers Club- GA2023 
Konvention, 2737 Kentwood Ave 
SW, Grandville, MI 49418

Room block is limited. The special 
“Highpointers Konvention Rate” 
is available on a first-come, first-
served basis. Rooms are blocked 
until June 23, 2023.

Contact the host committee with any 
questions at  
konventionga2023@gmail.com

Schedule of Events
Thursday, July 20, 2023
• On-Site registration Desk
• Local activities*
• Liars Club Social or Kid Friendly Campfire Social

Have a fun, funny, or just plain crazy highpointing story?

Here’s your chance to share it with an audience that will truly “get it” during our 
CONFESSIONS OF A HIGHPOINTER story telling event!

Who doesn’t want to hear about How I climbed Rainer twice, once on accident or learn more 
about the Dead horse on the trail to Gannett peak? Inquiring minds need to know!

Please email Tony Cobb at Konventionga2023@gmail.com with the 5-to- 8-minute (true or 
sort-of-true) highpointing story you’d like to share with our enthusiastic, captive audience 
around the campfire!

Friday, July 21, 2023
• On-Site registration Desk
• Continental Breakfast
• Local activities*
• Evening Social or Kid Friendly Campfire Social

Saturday, July 22, 2023
• On-Site registration Desk
• Unicoi Breakfast
• Local activities*
• Pizza Picnic and Watermelon Feast
• Banquet Dinner

* See local activity recommendations on following pages

The Highpoints are Calling, and I Must Go!
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2023 Konvention: Georgia
A note from your hosts!

Are you thinking about making plans for some extra fun at the Konvention this year? Here are some ideas to 
consider! Tony and I had the hard job (or not so hard) checking out some of the local’s suggestions.

Somebody had to do it!
Here are some of our recommendations. We are so excited about this year's location and venue and can't wait to 

see everyone there!
Tony and Amy

Hiking at Anna Ruby Falls

This is a relaxing, easy hike to take in some picturesque falls. A nice, paved trail makes it easy for everyone to 
enjoy. A short 1/2-mile hike, but there is a section with a bit of an incline. It's worth the trip to see this beauty!



WHEEEEE! Ziplining at Unicoi State Park

Test Your Skills at the Archery  
and Air Gun Range

Sun, Beach and Swimming Anyone?
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2023 Konvention: Georgia

Make your reservations early because this fills up 
quickly! There are 3 different tours lasting from 1 
hour to 3 hours. Sounds like a great time to get out 
that Go-Pro you had to have!

Ph: (706) 878-4740 ext. 275
website: https://www.unicoizipline.com

Unicoi has a shooting facility that is set up for static
archery target practice, 3-D archery target practice and 
air gun rifle target practices.

Instructional classes are also available for those who 
want to try something new.

Spend some time at the beach at Unicoi Lodge. There 
are paddle boards, kayaks, canoes and pedal boats 
available for rent. Or just enjoy the sandy beach which 
is perfect for kids to play!

Don’t forget the sunscreen!
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Catch Your Own Dinner Fly Fishing

Be a tourist! Take your camera and
buy some souvenirs

If you aren’t an experienced fly fisherman, you can 
take an Intro to fly fishing class or hire a guide to help.

They will teach how you think like a fish … 
              … and who doesn’t love a fresh fish dinner?

The town of Helen is the third most visited city in 
GA! Its quaint Bavarian vibe offers lots of shopping, 
restaurants, and activities. Lots of photo ops for the 
shutterbug or Instagram influencers. BUT - be pre-
pared for lots of people! If you love the hustle and 
bustle, this is the place for you!

Head to a local winery for some grown up time

Maybe you’d prefer a more laid back and relaxing vibe, or 
need a place to unwind after a long hike.

Some of the local favorites are:

• Serenity Cellars
• Yonah Winery
• The Cottage.

For the brew master, check out Tantrum Brewery in nearby 
Cleveland!
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5 Fun Facts about Helen, GA

It is the Third Most Visited Town in Georgia
Helen’s small size hasn’t stopped it from becoming the third most visited town in all of Georgia. Helen is only 
beat out by Georgia’s other two major tourist destinations, Atlanta and Savannah. It’s no surprise that people come 
from all over to experience Helen’s Bavarian charm and the surrounding wonders of the North Georgia mountains.

Helen Was Shaped by the Gold Rush
Many people don’t know that America’s first Gold Rush was in Georgia, not California. Gold was discovered 
in the Nacoochee Valley in 1821, just five miles southeast of Helen. The discovery of gold in the area brought a 
huge influx of settlers and other opportunists who quickly established towns and settlements throughout North 
Georgia. Dahlonega is a historic Gold Rush town located about 35 miles away from the Sylvan Valley Lodge 
and Cellars. While you’re there, visit the Dahlonega Gold Rush Museum to learn more about this fascinating 
moment in our nation’s history. If you have the time, consider traveling on to the old White County Courthouse 
in Cleveland, where you will find an impressive 6-foot tall bronze statue of a gold seeker holding a precious 
nugget above his head.

Helen Wasn’t Always German
Helen wasn’t always the lovely German-inspired village you know it as today. Helen has its roots in the logging 
and mining industries. When the timber industry fell into decline after WWI, two local businessmen named Pete 
Hodkinson and Jimmy Wilkins found an innovative way to uplift and transform their town. They decided to 
completely update and renovate the town to resemble an Alpine Mountain town. Their goal was to bring the Alps 
to Appalachia. Local artist John Kollock produced the original designs. The facelift was a massive success and 
continues to attract tourists to this day.

One of the State’s Oldest Wineries is Located in North Georgia
Habersham Winery is one of the oldest and largest wineries in Georgia. It is located right here in Helen, 
less than 5 minutes from the Sylvan Valley Lodge. Habersham has been producing award winning Georgia 
wines since 1983 and has helped to make North Georgia an up-and-coming wine destination. The region’s 
mountainous terrain and rich soil combine to create a distinctive class of wines that are quickly gaining national 
and international prominence.

Helen is Really Small
You likely know Helen is a small town, but do you know how small it is? Helen is only 2.1 square miles in size 
and is inhabited by about 500 residents. Despite its tiny size, Helen is overflowing with charm and countless fun 
things to do, including delicious restaurants, outdoor activities, festivals, family fun, and so much more.





,


